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Dear member  
 

8th February 2021  
Chairman’s report for AGM 11th February 2021  
 
Given the current pandemic situation, looking back now on 2020, we were very fortunate to have 
been able to play half the season. At the start of the year we went from a fully subscribed junior and 
adult indoor nets in February to lockdown in March and then the start of an adapted format season 
in July.  
 
When we did get underway the sign up in membership carried on where we left off at the end of 
2019 with growth in all sections of the club. We successfully completed an All Stars programme 
(without hot dogs – much to the dismay of our most energetic members), junior practice and 
matches were played both home and away. The four adult Saturday league teams combined played 
28 competitive matches of which we won 24. The 1st XI reached two finals, the 2nd XI finished top of 
their group and the 3rd and 4th XI were both unbeaten. We also had several Sunday friendlies and the 
Women’s team played 10 matches and finished the season with a win against Cookham Dean.  
 
We were unable to host any indoor functions and for most of the year our clubhouse hiring’s 
stopped completely but the bar was well attended on Saturdays. There were several regular and 
first-time visitors enjoying a takeaway, socially distanced drink or two around the ground. I suspect 
that the national restrictions that were in place drove several people to the ground when they might 
ordinarily have been elsewhere.  
 
The Oxfordshire County match did not go ahead unfortunately but we were able to host several 
Oxfordshire junior coaching sessions at the club after in October which took their usual indoor 
programme outdoors for the first time.  
 
As the UK vaccination programme continues to roll out at pace, we are hopeful of a full season this 
year which will start early May as currently scheduled. The HCPCL plan to return to having two 
divisions, 9 x 50 over matches and 9 x timed matches with promotion and relegation and a T20 
competition. If the start of the season is delayed by up to 3 weeks the plan would be to add 3 weeks 
to extend until the end of September. The worst-case scenario would be half a season the same as 
last year.  
 
Matches are likely to be played under the same restrictions as last season with regular hygiene 
breaks, players arriving dressed ready to play and bringing their own lunch and tea.   
 
The indoor nets planned for January and February this year have been cancelled but we hope to be 
outdoors again after the Easter break not withstanding potential restrictions. We have much to look 
forward to and as always continue to focus on developing the club and ground for our members and 
supporters. 
 
Amongst the junior section developments, we hope to have an U17 team for the first time in many 
years which will help us bridge the gap between junior and open age cricket. We are also looking to 
enhance our All Stars programme with Dynamos which starts to introduce the Age 5-8s to matches, 
batting in pairs and bowling at each other.  
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In the adult section we welcome, for the first time in a long while, a Level 3 coach who will be 
coaching the 1st XI squad plus providing guidance and support to the other men’s teams plus 
coaching the U17s. More details on this appointment to follow but we are very excited about the 
development which will help further improve performance cricket at the club. You may have also 
seen previously in our club news that we have re-signed overseas South African player / coach 
Johannes Van Dyk (JVD) and hope he will be able to travel to the UK, covid permitting. We are also 
hopeful that Shabz Meer our player / coach will be able to join us again this season to continue his 
great work with the U11s and U13s and scoring lots of runs for the 1st XI.  
 
The investment the club has made in adult coaching this season will help us deliver on our playing 
objectives to finish in the top 4 of the premier division, close the gap in number of divisions between 
the 1st and 2nd XI and create more of a squad by practicing and operating as a unit. The 3rd and 4th XI 
will be given guidance and support with training plans and implementation to help them coach and 
develop themselves in the direction they would like to progress 
 
In terms of ground development, we continue to invest in improving the ground and square at 
Church Meadow where we are also creating an additional junior pitch to expand our facilities in line 
with the growth in membership. At Lord Williams Upper School we will be supporting the continued 
investment in our 2nd ground and a project to install an all-weather strip on the square to help with 
school and club practice during inclement weather.  
 
With regard to club officials, I would like to thank Mike Higgs and Andy Jinman who both stood down 
at the end of last season, their contribution to the club and it’s development has been excellent and 
they will be missed greatly. Andy has moved to the south to take on a new role as Grandad and Mike 
is busy looking after the recent arrival of his twin boys to add to the other two boys he already 
has….good luck to both of you ! 
 
To support our endeavours going forward we have invited Nick Fuller to join the committee and 
Philippa Jeffcock to become assistant bar manager. Many of you will know Nick and Phillipa and I am 
sure you would agree they are a great asset to the club’s management team. 
 
One date for your calendar will be Sunday 15th – Tuesday 17th August when we host Oxfordshire v  
Berkshire for their 3-day match – details to follow. 
 
And finally, as always, I would like to thank our principal club sponsors J Bennett & Son, Field Sales 
Solutions and Kubota who have continued to support us through a difficult year. The contribution 
made to grass roots sports from local businesses such as these enables us to develop and move 
forward. 
 
I would also like to thank all our fixture book and website advertisers too  
  
Thank you for supporting the club and best wishes for 2021  
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 

Matt Swain – Chair – Thame Town CC 


